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There have "been a lot of 
very important developments in 
timber construction for home and 
^schoolbuilding in recent years. 
We have had to import a greit 
deal of timber from North America 
to withstand the demanding local 
conditions in South Australia. 
The most prolific timber 
grown in this State is Radiata Pine, 
a softwood that reaches full 
Maturity within UO years. The 
Government, through the Woods and 
Forests Department has large forest 
plantations and together with private 
forest areas, we have in South 
Australia over 185,000 acres of 
Radiata Pine and fresh plantings are 
going on every year. 
Until recently, schools bui^t 
with timber have only contained some 
.37% of local wood. Now new devel-
opments have brought Radiata Pine to 
- a standard where school buildings 
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will contain as much as 92$ of South 
Australian timber. 
As the Public Buildings Depart-
ment constructs some 350 classrooms 
each year, this additional use of 
Radiata Pine will save the State 
around $100,000 annually. 
Following tests and a report 
from the C.S.I.R.O., the Public 
Buildings Department currently is! 
carrying out further trials in 
^^lassroom construction. 
Two classrooms are being built 
in Fulham Park and Dernancourt, and 
a third will be constructed shortly 
in Salisbury North. 
The Radiata Pine, supplied by 
the South Australian Woods and 
Forests Department, is kiln dried 
and graded to Standards Association 
of Australia specifications. 
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One of our natural hazards is 
white ant infestation and previously, 
we have had to import high durability 
^^ timber, such as Jarrah. 
However, the comparatively recently 
introduced method of pressure 
preserving has changed the picture 
completely. 
South Australia is leading in 
pressure preserving, and we have; 
reached the stage where this treatment 
makes our locally produced Radiata Pine 
^^ctually more durable and white-ant 
resistant than the previously 
imported and expensive hardwoods. 
Radiata Pine is particularly 
suitable for this treatment, and in 
South Australia we have the largest 
forests in Australia and the trees 
are the most advanced in age and 
therefore available for immediate 
use. 
Today, therefore, we find 
ourselves in a particularly happy 
position with regard to our lessening 
reliance on imported supplies of 
Dunstan Collection, Special Collections, Flinders University Library.
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timber. We have vast resources 
of man-made forests of softwood and 
Radiata Pine treated by this process 
^excels in durability the naturally " 
durable hardwoods. This further 
reduces the State's need to import 
these timbers. 
The new schoolrooms now under 
investigation, together with 
G.S.I.R.O. tests, strength class-
ifications and construction codes, 
promise to bring very great savings tin 
^^he use of timber tot buildings in 
this State. 
If the investigations turn out 
as well as the experts confidently 
predict, we will be on the threshold 
of big new development in timber 
construction. 
The Government is taking all 
possible measures to hasten and 
promote these investigations througt 
the Woods and Forests Department anc 
the Public Buildings Department. 
Early reports are most heartening. 
GOODNIGHT. 
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